INTRODUCTION
The military texts of the late Eastern Chou period, roughly 500 to 220 B.C have received very little attention from scholars in comparison to those of a literary, historical and philosophical nature, and as a consequence have not been used as primary source material for general studies of the development of state and society in the crucial period leading up to the founding of the Chinese empire by Ch'in Shih Huang-ti in 221 B.C. to the extent that they undoubtedly deserved The text that has been studied in greatest detail is the Sun-tzu 1*-=f, which has also been translated into several different languages.2 But as D.C. Lau has pointed out, there remain many difficulties of interpretation in it because it has not been subjected yet to much detailed philological analysis.3 The same may be said to an even greater extent of the other military works, even though in general they are less terse and obscure than the Sun-tzu.4 Indeed, this lack of attention has led some scholars to doubt the authenticity of some of these texts and therefore to have ignored their contents almost entirely.5 5
In recent years, however, Chinese archaeologists have made a a number of important discoveries of texts in tombs of Han date which prove without any doubt whatsoever that these texts are genuine and therefore may be relied upon for important information concerning the Warring States period.6 Those that possess the most relevance for the present study are the Hsing Te passages found among the silk manuscripts at Ma-wang-tui, which most regrettably
have not yet been published,7 and the hoard of
